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Horsforth  Urban  District  Council. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 


Gentlemen, 

My  apologies  are  due  for  the  lateness  of  this  report,  on 
account  of  my  prolonged  illness. 

Having  reached  the  retiring  age,  this  will  be  my  last 
report.  I hope,  therefore,  to  be  pardoned  if  I depart  some- 
what from  the  usual  routine  in  order  to  make  a few  personal 
observations  and  also  to  show,  by  way  of  a few  comparisons, 
the  healthier  circumstances  under  which  we  now  live,  as 
compared  with  those  which  existed  when  I first  took  office. 

My  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  dates  from  January, 
1898;  the  salary  was  £30  per  annum.  My  duties  included 
attendance  at  four  quarterly  meetings  and  one  annual  meeting, 
at  which  I was  to  present  reports.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  to  call  at  my  house  almost  daily  to  report  and  receive 
instructions. 

The  District  was  rampant  with  insanitary  conditions,  and 
was  just  recovering  from  an  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever. 
Middens  abounded  in  all  directions,  and  because  of  this  it  was 
considered  unwise  to  walk  down  certain  roads.  Surface  road 
drains  were  at  that  time  not  always  connected  with  the  sewer, 
and  even  in  Town  Street  many  of  these  were  extremely 
offensive. 

The  privately-owned  Waterworks  had  recently  been 
purchased  by  the  Council. 

One’s  first  endeavour  was  to  adopt  the  water  carriage 
system  of  sewage  disposal,  and  I remember  very  vividly  the 
opposition  to  the  project. 

There  was  no  Isolation  Hospital;  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  were  much  more  virulent  in  character  than  they 
are  to-day. 
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When  the  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  came  into 
force,  a prominent  member  of  the  Health  Committee  begged 
me  to  notify  only  severe  cases  of  these  diseases,  because  if 
others  were  included  it  might  injure  the  reputation  of  the 
district.  Summer  Diarrhoea  was  present  each  year,  from 
which  deaths  almost  always  occurred,  according  to  the  severity 
of  the  disease.  Owing  to  better  sanitary  conditions  these  cases 
are  now  very  rare.  As  showing  the  difficulties  of  making  sani- 
tary progress  in  those  days,  I remember  in  advocating  public 
baths  some  30  years  ago,  one  of  the  Councillors  after  hearing 
my  remarks  said  there  was  just  one  question  he  would  like  to 
ask,  and  that  was,  “Does  the  Medical  Officer  really  believe  in 
baths?’’  I answered,  as  one  must  expect,  in  the  affirmative, 
whereupon  he  replied  that  he  did  not,  for  he  once  knew  a man 
who  had  a bath  and  it  killed  him. 

During  recent  years  I have  mentioned  in  my  reports  the 
chief  changes  which  have  characterised  this  ever-growing 
district.  The  past  year  has  seen  further  progress  towards 
the  completion  of  the  extensive  waterworks  improvements 
referred  to  in  my  report  of  last  year  (1936),  and  the  linking 
up  of  the  Leeds  and  Bradford  Ring  Road  from  Broadway 
through  the  Park. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  to  me  to  give  for  my  last  report  a 
very  favourable  account  of  the  health  of  this  District  during 
the  past  year,  the  chief  distinguishing  points  of  which  are: — 

1.  The  continuance  of  a low  death  rate,  which  has  been 
almost  at  the  same  level  for  25  years. 

2.  An  abnormally  low  infantile  death  rate. 

3.  An  absence  of  any  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases. 

4.  No  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Vital  Statistics: — 

The  population  is  now  estimated  to  be  12,080,  as  stated 
by  the  Registrar  Ceneral.  This  is  certainly  an  under- 
estimation. 

The  population  in  1898  was  7,600. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  4,077. 

The  rateable  value  is  £70, 174,  and  a penny  rate  produces 
£268. 
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There  is  no  outstanding  difference  in  the  unemployment 
figures. 

Males  Females  Total 
Live  births  77  76  153 

There  were  four  illegitimate  births,  all  females. 

The  birth  rate  is  12.6  per  1,000.  In  England  and  Wales 
during  the  same  period  it  was  14.9. 

In  189S  the  birth  rate  was  27.7  per  1,000,  more  than 
double  the  present  rate. 

Deaths: — 38  people  belonging  to  this  district  died  in  other 
areas,  i.e.,  in  Hospitals,  Sanatoriums,  etc. 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  68  79  147 

The  resultant  death  rate  is  12.1  per  1,000.  In  England 
and  Wales  during  the  same  period  it  was  12.4. 

In  1898  the  death  rate  was  17.6  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

Five  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year. 

The  resulting  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  children 
born  alive  being  32. 

By  way  of  comparison,  in  1898  this  death  rate  was  123 
per  1,000  children  born  alive,  and  in  the  year  1897  it  reached 
the  enormous  figure  of  178. 

In  1898  the  Zymotic  death  rate  was  3.6.  As  I have 
stated  elsewhere,  there  was  no  mortality  from  these  diseases 
this  year. 

Deaths  from  cancer  totalled  23 — 8 Males  and  15  Females. 
No  figures  for  1898  are  available  in  my  Report. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  or  other  Puerperal  causes,  nor  were  there  any  deaths 
from  measles,  whooping  cough,  or  diarrhoea. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  last  few  years. 
There  are  two  district  nurses  doing  general  work,  and  one 
midwife. 
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The  usual  clinics  for  ante-natal  care  and  child  welfare  are 
held  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hall,  whilst  cases  of  tuberculosis  are 
seen  by  the  West  Riding  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Dispen- 
sary in  Town  Street  on  one  half-day  per  week.  Ambulance 
facilities  are  ample,  and  applications  should  be  made  at  the 
Council  Offices  or  the  Police  Station.  Urgent  necessitous 
cases  are  removed  free  of  charge. 

Luther  Grimshaw,  Cert. R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A.,  is  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  analysis,  three  of  which  were  certified  to  be  satisfactory 
and  one  unsatisfactory.  The  latter  was  from  a private  supply, 
and  as  a result  negotiations  were  commenced  with  a view  to 
the  town’s  supply  being  substituted. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  extensions  of  sewers  to  meet  building 
developments  have  been  carried  out  at  Brownberrie  Lane  and 
The  Avenue,  West  End  Lane;  the  long  overdue  extension  for 
the  purpose  of  effectively  draining  the  property  at  the 
L.N.E.R.  Station  at  Horsforth,  which  was  formerly  discharg- 
ing into  the  beck,  was  completed. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Nuisances  inspections  made  for  nuisances  only  in  1937  410 

Nuisances  found  in  1937  418  Total  needing  abatement  434 


Nuisances  in  hand,  1936  16  Abated  during  1937  424 

Outstanding,  1937  10 

Notices  served,  informal  125  Complied  with  121 

Notices  served,  statutory  2 Complied  with  2 


There  was  no  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  special  action  was  necessary  with 
regard  to  these.  Thirty-four  inspections  were  made. 

Closet  Accommodation. — 36  new  water  closets  were  con- 
structed for  new  houses  and  15  additional  water  closets  were 
provided  for  existing  property,  and  seven  privies  were  con- 
verted into  water  closets.  The  number  of  water  closets  is 
now  3,757. 


The  types  of  closets  at  the  end  of  1937  were:— 


Water  Closets  3757 

Waste  Water  Closets  7 

Chemical  Closets  2 

Pail  Closets  13 

Privy  Middens  46 

Dry  Ashpits  9 

Ashes  Bins  3895 


Public  Cleansing. — This  is  well  done,  not  only  with 
regard  to  the  streets,  but  the  weekly  emptying  of  ashes  bins. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a new  and  more  modern 
motor  vehicle  was  procured,  which  was  a great  improvement 
to  the  horse-drawn  vehicles  previously  used. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  action  taken  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  set  out  in  the  prescribed  form: — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous- 

ing defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  199 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  284 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  V 3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  158 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  • 3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  18 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 


notices. — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  29 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  3 

(a)  By  owners  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  0 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  alter  service  of  formal  notices  0 

(a)  By  owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  15 

(d)  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: — - 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  (> 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  year  30 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  31 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  213 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  year  0 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  25 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  146 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Meat. — The  total  number  of  inspections  during  killing 
was  339.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Lambs 

Number  inspected  360 

40 

50 

1076 

294 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 



2 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  12 

8 

— 

14 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis   3.3  p.c . 20 

p.c. 

4 p.c. 

1.37  p. 

,c.  2 p.c 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  9 

6 

— 

— 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  2.5  p.c.  20 

p.c. 

2.6  p.c 
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Milk. — The  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  visited 
twice  during  the  year  by  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector, 
who  on  each  occasion  has  reported  favourably  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  cows  and  the  cowsheds. 

There  is  only  yet  one  producer  of  Accredited  milk  in  the 
district,  and  none  for  Tuberculin  Tested.  Three  dealers’ 
licenses  were  issued,  however,  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin 
Tested,  and  one  for  Pasteurised. 

Periodical  samples  have  been  taken  by  the  County 
Authority  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  in  all  cases 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Twelve  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act  1928,  1 1 of  which 
were  found  to  be  up  to  standard,  whilst  one  was  below 
standard. 

Although  the  production  methods  and  handling  of  milk 
have  not  by  any  means  yet  attained  my  personal  ideals,  there 
is  no  doubt,  however,  that  of  late  years  very  considerable 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  methods  of  production 
in  this  district. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  notifications  were  received: — 


Disease 


Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia  

Erysipelas  


Total 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total  Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

40 

39 

— 

5 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

4 

5 

1 

— 

All  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  with  one  exception  were 
treated  in  Hospital.  The  type  was  mild,  and  a certain  group 
of  cases  suggested  infection  at  school.  Examination  of  the 
children  at  the  school,  however,  proved  negative. 

The  Diphtheria  cases  were  all  separately  imported,  mostly 
from  workplaces  in  Leeds. 
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I here  was  no  closure  of  schools  for  these  diseases. 

I he  minor  infectious  diseases — measles,  German  measles, 
mumps,  whooping  cough,  chicken  pox — ceased  to  be  notifiable 
after  July  31st,  1937. 

An  effort  was  made  through  the  schools  to  carry  out 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  and  children  were  immun- 
ised, either  privately  or  at  the  school  clinic,  in  large  numbers. 

I have  mentioned  more  than  once  to  the  Health  Commit- 
tee the  curious  fact  that  there  was  a very  low  prevalence  of 
infectious  diseases  in  that  district  which  constitutes  the  Wood- 
villes  in  Broadgate  Lane.  This  year  again  bears  out  my 
statement,  for  from  this  district  there  is  only  one  notification. 
The  present  register  goes  back  to  1929,  and  during  that  period 
only  seven  notifications  have  been  received  from  the  Wood- 
ville  area.  I am  afraid  1 cannot  give  any  adequate  reasons 
for  this,  but  I include  the  figures  for  your  interest: — 

1929,  1 case;  1930,  0;  1931,  1;  1932,  2;  1933,  1;  1934,  1; 
1935,  0;  1936,  0;  1937,  1. 

Tuberculosis. 

Six  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  four  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  were  notified  during  the  year. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Respiratorv  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15  1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

25  1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 

35  0 1 I 1 0 0 0 0 

45  0 I 0 0 3 0 0 0 

55  I 0 0 0 0 10  0 


65  and  up.  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS  3 3 223100 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Sixty-one  inspections  were  made,  and  29  re-inspections 
Defects  found  were:  Two  cases  of  insufficient  or  defective 
sanitary  accommodation;  and  lack  of  provision  for  separate 
sanitary  accommodation  for  sexes  in  one  case.  All  these 
defects  were  remedied. 
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And  now,  in  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Grimshaw,  for  the 
very  pleasant  relationship  which  has  existed  between  them 
and  myself  during  my  last  year  of  office.  I shall  always  regret 
that  period  of  time  when  the  Health  Committee  and  I did  not 
work  in  harmony,  chiefly  on  the  housing  question.  In  exten- 
uation of  my  position  may  I say  how  easy  it  was  for  me,  as 
an  ardent  Horsfordian,  proud  of  the  records  and  achievements 
in  sanitary  progress,  to  be  resentful  when  an  official  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  almost  all  the 
older  houses  in  the  district  should  be  demolished.  I had  vivid 
memories  of  healthy  and  happy  families  being  brought  up  in 
these  houses  and  I knew  with  what  regret  many  of  these 
people  would  leave  their  homes  which  they  had  learned  to 
love. 


HENRY  BAILEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING 
SUPERINTENDENT 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horsforth  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  and 
consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1937. 

I may  say  that  although  the  records  were  tabulated  and 
statistics  prepared  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  the  report 
has  not  been  submitted  earlier  on  account  of  the  unfortunate 
prolonged  illness  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

It  is  usual  to  have  the  two  reports  combined,  but  as  yet 
Dr.  Bailey,  I regret  to  say,  has  not  sufficiently  recovered  as 
to  be  able  to  devote  himself  to  the  task. 

By  virtue  of  ever-increasing  legislation,  the  work  thrown 
on  the  department  has  become  heavier  and  more  exacting 
year  by  year. 

As  of  late  years,  a good  deal  of  time  has  been  occupied 
on  the  question  of  housing.  Although  the  re-survey  of  the 
working-class  houses  in  the  township  was  completed  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  previous  year,  it  was  not  possible  during 
the  year  under  review  to  record  much  progress  either  as 
regards  the  demolition  of  the  properties  already  the  subject 
of  Clearance  Orders  or  individual  Demolition  Orders,  or  of 
the  re-housing  of  overcrowded  families  revealed  as  a result 
of  the  overcrowding  survey,  on  account  of  the  delayed  pro- 
gress of  the  provision  of  new  houses  for  alternative  accommo- 
dation on  the  proposed  South  Broadgate  Lane  estate. 


The  chief  delay  arose  through  the  Housing  Department 
of  the  Ministry  not  seeing  eye-to-eye  with  the  Council’s 
proposals  as  regards  the  number  and  types  of  houses  to  meet 
our  needs,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  smaller  types, 
which  necessitated  the  re-casting  of  the  scheme  and  modifica- 
tion of  plans,  etc. 

Now  that  we  are  approaching  the  stage  of  allocating  the 
houses,  however,  there  is  definite  proof  that  our  estimate  of 
requirements  for  the  smaller  type  houses  was  justified,  and 
there  is  every  likelihood  of  a shortage  of  these  types  for  the 
purpose  of  re-housing  persons  to  be  displaced  by  slum 
clearance. 

The  position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  is  somewhat 
modified,  as  was  to  be  expected.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
overcrowding  survey  there  were  55  overcrowded  families, 
whereas  on  a recent  survey  of  the  position,  this  number  had 
fallen  to  24,  although  it  is  highly  probable  that  individual 
cases  may  need  to  be  dealt  with  from  time  to  time,  as  also  it 
is  highly  probable  that  although  the  five  years’  programme 
of  slum  clearance  is  supposed  to  be  completed,  the  necessity 
for  future  action  is  bound  to  arise. 

As  is  the  usual  practice,  the  details  of  the  report  are 
grouped  under  appropriate  headings. 


Nuisance  Inspections. 


Total  inspections  made  for  nuisances  only  410 

The  number  of  nuisances  found  requiring  abatement 

during  the  year  1937  was  418 

1 he  number  of  nuisances  outstanding,  Dec.  31st,  1936  16 

Total  nuisances  needing  abatement  during  1937  434 

Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  1937  424 


Nuisances  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1937 
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Service  of  Notices. 

Informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  1987  125 

Informal  Notices  outstanding,  December  31st,  1936  0 


125 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1937  121 


Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1937  4 

Statutory  Notices  served  during  the  year  1937  2 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding,  December  31st,  1936  ...  0 


2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1937  2 


Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1937  0 

Summary  of  Inspections,  etc. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to  hospital  44 
Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  treated  at  home  ...  5 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  infected  houses  69 

Premises  disinfected  following  infectious  disease  49 

Schools  disinfected  7 

Reports  on  Zymotic  Diseases  furnished  to  Medical  Officer  45 
Bedding  removed  for  disinfection  following  infectious 

disease  46 

Bedding  voluntarily  destroyed  after  infectious  disease  ...  1 

Library  books  voluntarily  destroyed  after  infectious 

disease  11 

Library  books  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  3 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease  25 

Premises  disinfected  for  miscellaneous  causes  25 

Bedding  disinfected  for  miscellaneous  causes  3 

Bedding  destroyed  for  miscellaneous  causes  32 

Visits  paid  re  nuisances  410 

,,  Works  in  progress  71 

,,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  53 

,,  Cowsheds  77 

,,  Slaughterhouses  339 

,,  Factories  and  Workshops  61 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  54 

,,  Shops  26 

, , Bakehouses  29 
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Drains  in  connection  with  existing  property  inspected  ...  148 

Drains  in  connection  with  existing  property  tested  85 

Streams  inspected  re  polution  4 

Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  4 

Meat  and  Food  seizures  8 

Public  Urinals — visits  for  cleaning,  flushing,  etc 565 

Visits  to  premises  infested  with  rats  26 

Visits  to  moveable  dwellings  7 

Miscellaneous. 

Interviews  with  property  owners,  etc 98 

Outside  appointments  263 

Personal  callers  at  office  254 

Outside  telephone  calls  to  office  962 

Telephone  calls  from  office  407 

Letters  sent  out  from  office  893 

Number  of  “permitted  numbers’’  issued  under  Section 

62,  Housing  Act  1936  2188 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  394 

Nuisances  abated,  defects  remedied,  etc. 

Houses: 

Defective  floors  repaired  7 

Roofs  made  watertight  10 

External  w'alls  re-pointed  32 

Baths  provided  1 

Damp  condition  of  internal  walls  abated  12 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  and  disinfected  4 

Under-floor  ventilation  provided  2 

Verminous  houses  fumigated  13 

Defective  cooking  ranges  repaired  4 

Kitchen  fire-backs  re-set  2 

Nuisance  from  domestic  smoke  abated  9 

New  sinks  provided  6 

Separate  ventilated  food  stores  provided  16 

New  washing  coppers  provided  2 

Defective  internal  plastering  remedied  4 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  2 


Drainage: 

House  drains  re-laid  10 

Drains  liberated  and  cleansed  182 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  15 

House  drains  connected  to  sewer  10 

Water  gaining  access  to  cellar  6 

Sewage  gaining  access  to  cellar  2 

Sink  gullies  liberated  16 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  traps  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  4 

Obsolete  gullies  abolished  2 

Fallpipes  disconnected  from  drains  6 

Sink  waste  pipes  liberated  and  cleansed  11 

Obsolete  gullies  replaced  with  wash-down  gullies  2 

Defective  manhole  covers  replaced  2 

House  yards  paved  and  drained  3 

Fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Blocked  fallpipes  liberated  1 

Eaves  spouts  repaired  or  renewed  5 

Closet  accommodation: 

Blocked  W.C.  drains  liberated  37 

W.C.s  reconstructed  8 

Additional  W.C.s  provided  to  existing  property  15 

Outside  W.C.s  abolished  2 

Defective  W.C.  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Defective  W.C.  drains  repaired  5 

Defective  W.C.  pedestals  renewed  3 

Defective  soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Chemical  closets  provided  in  favour  of  privy  midden  ...  2 

W.C.s  cleansed  2 

Privy  middens  converted  into  water  closets  7 

House  Refuse  Accommodation: 

Defective  ashes  bins  replaced  142 

Additional  ashes  bins  provided  to  existing  property  

Ashpits  abolished  in  favour  of  ashes  bins  1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  2 

Nuisance  from  deposit  oi  offensive  matter  in  ashes  bins 

abated  1^ 

Hi 


Miscellaneous: 

Complaints  from  rat  infestation  8 

Baiting  for  rats  21 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  3 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Two  Council  houses  and  three  other  houses  were  found 
to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs.  In  each  case  disinfestation 
resulted  from  the  use  of  vermicide  spray  together  with  sulphur 
fumigation. 

The  question  of  adopting  methods  of  treatment  to  ensure 
that  the  belongings  of  tenants  removing  into  Council  houses 
from  condemned  property  are  free  from  vermin  was  consi- 
dered, and  it  was  decided  that  no  general  disinfestation 
methods  be  imposed. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

7 Privies  were  converted  into  Water  Closets. 

15  Additional  Water  Closets  were  provided  for  existing 
property. 

7 Additional  Ashes  Bins  were  provided  for  existing 
property. 

142  Defective  Ashes  Bins  were  replaced. 

36  Water  Closets  were  provided  for  houses  erected  during 
the  year. 

36  Ashes  Bins  were  provided  for  houses  erected  during 
the  year. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  number  and  type  of 
sanitary  accommodation  in  use  in  the  town  on  December  31st, 


1937:— 

Water  Closets  3757 

Waste  Water  Closets  7 

Chemical  Closets  2 

Pail  Closets  13 

Privy  Middens  46 

Dry  Ashpits  9 

Ashes  Bins  3895 


The  privies  still  remaining  are  situated  in  the  scattered 
outskirts  of  the  district,  where  water  supply  and/or  sewers 
are  not  available,  therefore  progress  of  conversion  is  slow’. 
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Public  Conveniences. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  public  conveniences  has 
in  recent  years  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion,  and  I 
stated  in  my  last  Annual  Report  that  this  matter  had  received 
the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Health  Committee  and  Coun- 
cil, and  there  was  every  likelihood  of  schemes  being  put  for- 
ward within  the  near  future  for  provision  to  be  made  at  the 
new  entrance  to  Horsforth  Hall  Park  and  at  the  junction  of 
the  ring  road  with  Low  Lane  at  Woodside. 

These  proposed  schemes  had  not  matured  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 


Housing. 

The  delay  previously  referred  to  in  connection  with  the 
development  of  the  South  Broadgate  Lane  housing  estate  has 
considerably  impeded  housing  progress,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  although  the  Minister  of  Health  confirmed  the 
Bachelor  Lane  No.  1 and  the  Garden  Street  and  New  Street 
Clearance  Orders  on  February  1st,  1937,  the  whole  of  these 
houses  were  still  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  cases  where  the  tenants  had  procurred 
other  accommodation  on  account  of  us  not  being  in  a position 
to  offer  alternative  accommodation  on  the  new  estate,  which 
at  the  close  of  the  year  had  not  developed  sufficiently  for  us 
to  hold  out  any  hope  of  offering  accommodation  until  March 
or  April  of  the  present  year.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
although  our  programme  of  re-housing  proposals,  particularly 
with  regard  to  overcrowding,  must  have  been  amongst  the 
earliest  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  that  the  year  1938  will  have 
expired  before  our  re-housing  has  been  completed. 

Detailed  inspections  have,  however,  been  proceeding  in 
connection  with  the  88  houses  represented  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1936,  with  a view  of  deciding  upon  procedure 
as  to  clearance  areas,  individual  demolition,  or  conversions. 


Housing  Statistics. 

A Statistical  Table  of  Housing  Work  carried  out  during 
the  year  is  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

In  October  a new  Bedford  refuse  wagon  was  purchased 
to  replace  the  horse-drawn  wagon  and  hired  horse  and  cart, 
which  has  been  far  more  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  2,526  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
disposed  of,  the  whole  of  which  was  incinerated  at  the  refuse 
destructor.  The  estimated  weight  of  refuse  was  3,396  tons. 

The  collection  was  by  motor  vehicles  72%;  and  by  horse- 
drawn  vehicles  28%. 

The  installation  of  a power-driven  press  for  baling  the 
tins  deposited  in  the  household  refuse  at  the  refuse  destructor 
has  so  far  been  a good  investment.  This  material  is  more 
easily  disposed  of  and  to  our  advantage  financially  than  loose 
tins,  and  during  a full  financial  year  yields  a revenue  of 
something  like  £100,  subject  of  course  to  fluctuation  of  the 
market.  The  larger  containers,  such  as  drums,  etc.,  have 
still  to  be  stored  and  removed  periodically,  as  the  press  is 
only  capable  of  dealing  with  the  smaller  tins. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  provisions  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936, 
whereby  the  Council  adopted  a regulation  dust  bin  of  stan- 
dard specification,  which  requires  that  all  new  dust  bins 
provided  must  now  be  of  the  non-blow-off  lid  type,  constructed 
of  mild  steel,  with  vertically  corrugated  sides  (galvanized 
after  manufacture),  body  and  bottom  of  24  gauge,  fitted  with 
extra  strong  hoops  top  and  bottom,  and  half-inch  diameter 
side  handles,  of  a size  24in.  by  18in.,  weighing  at  least  25lbs. 

The  population  at  December  31st  was  estimated  at  13,700. 

Area  in  acres,  2,706.434. 


Estimated  Weights. 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  3,396  tons 

Weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  persons  p.a 251  tons. 

Weight  of  refuse  per  head  p.a 4.95  cwts. 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  13.57  cwts. 

Weight  per  head  per  day  1.52  lbs. 

Weight  per  house  per  annum  16.56  cwts. 

Weight  per  house  per  day  5.08  lbs. 

Average  weight  per  weekly  call  35.56  lbs. 
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The  above  weights  include  trade  or  shop  refuse,  which 
is  collected,  to  a reasonable  amount,  free  of  charge,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  the  weekly  routes  of  collection,  subject  to 
the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  receptacles. 


Method  of  Disposal. 

Incineration  100%.  Average  haul  1^  miles. 

Percentage  of  wet  refuse  .5%. 

Average  interval  between  collection  of  refuse  7/8  days. 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  still  12  Fish  Friers  and  one  Soap  Boiler’s  estab- 
lishment in  the  area. 

There  were  no  new  applications  during  the  year,  although 
one  establishment,  which  had  been  temporarily  closed,  was 
re-opened  under  new  management.  Four  other  establishments 
changed  hands  during  the  year. 

By  an  Order  dated  the  26th  April,  1928,  the  Minister  of 
Health  confirmed  an  Order  made  on  the  19th  March,  1938  by 
the  Council  in  pursuance  of  Section  112  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1875,  as  amended  by  Section  51  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  declaring  the  trade  or  business  of 
a fish  frier  within  the  district  to  be  an  offensive  trade. 

By  virtue  of  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1937, 
the  above  Order  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from 
the  date  of  this  Act  coming  into  force,  cease  to  have  effect 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Part  of  this  Act  (except  for  the  pur- 
poses of  any  planning  scheme  in  operation  at  the  said  date) 
without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  making  and  confirmation  ot 
a new  Order  under  this  section. 

Thirty-four  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises,  and 
whilst  the  foodstuffs  were  in  all  cases  found  to  be  clean  and 
of  good  quality,  some  attention  was  required  to  the  utensils 
and  premises.  Also  in  oik1  or  two  cases  where  coal-fired 
ranges  are  installed,  it  was  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the 
emission  of  smoke. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

There  are  24  cowkeepers  in  the  district,  occupying  38 
cowsheds  with  approximately  400  dairy  cows.  In  connection 
with  these  premises  77  inspections  were  made,  and  the  usual 
bi-annual  inspection  of  dairy  cows  was  made  by  the  County 
Veterinary  Department.  It  is  understood  this  will  be  the  last 
occasion  on  which  the  inspection  of  dairy  herds  will  be  carried 
out  by  officers  of  the  County;  a general  reorganisation  of  the 
inspection  of  dairy  herds  of  the  Country  is  taking  place  where- 
by this  will  in  future  be  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture. 

There  is  still  only  one  producer  in  the  district  holding  a 
licence  for  the  production  of  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order  1936,  namely  “Accredited.”  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  some  of  the  producers  do  not 
interest  themselves  and  take  advantage  of  these  provisions, 
as  there  are  several  who  at  the  present  time  are  producing 
milk  of  a quality  satisfying  the  standard  laid  down,  and  whcse 
buildings,  equipment,  etc.,  would  with  comparatively  modest 
amendments  in  all  probability  meet  the  requirements. 

Eleven  of  the  producers  are  also  retailers. 

Two  dealers’  licences  were  issued  to  retailers  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  and 
two  supplementary  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  use 
of  the  special  designations  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Pasteur- 
ised” respectively. 

Fifty-three  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  and  milk- 
shops,  and  in  this  connection  the  provision  of  efficient  steril- 
isation apparatus  is  a matter  which  would  assure  more  con- 
fidence in  many  cases. 


Milk  Samples. 

Twelve  samples  of  milk  were  procured  in  course  of 
delivery  and  submitted  for  analysis.  Eleven  of  these  were 
certified  to  be  genuine  and  one  was  below  the  required  stan- 
dard . 


Slaughterhouses. 

During  the  year  there  were  eight  slaughterhouses  in  use 
and  occupation,  five  of  which  are  registered  and  three  licensed. 
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339  inspections  were  made  as  far  as  possible  during  the  hours 
of  slaughter. 

Six  carcases  were  found  to  be  diseased,  and  61  parts  of 
carcases  and  organs,  all  of  which  were  condemned,  voluntar- 
ily surrendered  and  destroyed. 

1 he  Ministry  of  Health  are  now  requiring  a return  to  be 
made  of  the  number  and  particulars  of  all  food  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district,  the  number  inspected,  number  and 
percentage  affected  with  disease;  whole  carcases;  carcases  of 
which  some  part  or  organ  was  affected,  etc.  This  is  aiming 
at  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
for  human  consumption,  which  is  only  to  be  expected,  as 
although  provision  is  made  in  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  1924,  whereby  “Where  on  the  slaughter  of  an 
animal  for  sale  for  human  consumption  it  appears  that  any 
part  of  the  carcase  or  internal  organs  is  or  may  be  diseased 
or  unsound,  the  person  by  or  on  whose  behalf  the  animal  was 
slaughtered  shall  forthwith  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  local 
authority.”  It  is  easily  conceivable  that  all  such  cases 
are  not  brought  to  notice,  as  the  average  slaughterman  would 
view  with  indifference  any  abnormal  condition  which  may 
appear  to  him  to  be  of  little  consequence. 

To  carry  out  a satisfactory  and  systematic  standard  of 
meat  inspection  is  not  possible  together  with  my  other  multi- 
farious administrative  duties  without  qualified  assistance. 

In  eight  cases  tinned  meat  was  found  to  be  unsound  and 
unfit  for  food,  viz.,  five  tins  of  gammon,  two  tins  of  tongue, 
and  one  tin  of  ham,  which  were  condemned,  voluntarily 
surrendered,  and  destroyed. 


Bakehouses. 

Fourteen  bakehouses  are  in  existence.  Of  this  number, 
two  are  below  ground  and  hold  certificates  of  fitness. 

Twenty-nine  visits  were  paid  and  the  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Sixty-one  inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  were 
made,  and  29  re-inspections.  Insufficient  or  defective  sani- 
tary accommodation  were  remedied  in  two  cases,  and  provision 
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for  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  sexes  in  one  case. 

One  notification  of  outworkers  was  received  from  an  out- 
side authority. 

There  has  not  been  the  opportunity  to  devote  time  to 
systematic  observations  of  smoke  emission.  Three  observa- 
tions were  taken  where  it  was  casually  noticed  to  be  excessive, 
and  in  each  case  cautions  were  issued. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  action  for  the  removal  of  move- 
able  dwellings,  which  had  been  established  in  the  district,  in 
four  cases. 


Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  the  Health  Committee  have  given  to  me,  and  to  other 
Officers  and  staff  for  their  ready  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


L.  GRIMSHAW,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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